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Features:

3 Policy and passion in ALBE: a discourse about Discourses
by Jean Searle

Referring to Gee’s concept of Discourses, the author shows how
an understanding of the history of adult literacy and basic education

is a valuable background for examining current issues.

13 Women and literacy in Australia: a closer look
by Helen Macrae and Jacinta Agostinelli

With more women than men seeking literacy training, and with most
literacy teachers being women, some specific questions need to be asked.

19 Untangling the web: online literacy for the Deaf and hard of hearing
by Fran O’Neill

A government-sponsored program is helping people who are Deaf and
hard of hearing to develop their literacy through a website that offers

content based on users’ interests in sports, arts and recreation.

24 Embracing the differences: a lateral approach to literacy
an interview with Rob McCormack by Michael Chalk

Another fascinating dialogue on the modern application of the ancient art of rhetoric.

27 Making connexions: a look at English programs for at-risk youth
by Cate Thompson and Karen Dymke

While Australia has an enviable record in helping disadvantaged young people,
there is one English program that underlines the benefits of coordination

and long-term funding commitments.

Regulars

32 Open Forum
Twenty-five years ago, four people got together to talk about

the concept of an adult literacy council that we now know as VALBEC.
Foundation president Helen Macrae talks about the early days

in her plenary to the VALBEC conference.

34 Policy Update
Rosa McKenna looks at what employers regard as useful

work-related skills and attitudes.

36 Beside the Whiteboard
As an ESL teacher for more than 20 years, Carmel Davies has worked

in Thai transit camps, taught Middle Eastern doctors in Europe
and worked in a number of centres and hostels in Australia. Her experiences
have inspired some creative achievements, as she explains to Sarah Deasey.


