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Features

3 To be or not to be: some thoughts on literacy in the 21st century
by Geraldine Castleton

Because literacy is complex and constantly evolving, policy-makers need to remain
aware of the challenges in assessing how people can be judged to be literate and

—importantly—must decide what to do about it.

7 Dialogic literary circles: a practice matching the theory
by Liz Suda

In Spain, discussion of literary classics is no longer restricted to an intellectual elite.
In fact, the Dialogic Literary Circles place a premium on equality and the value

of life-based cultural literacy.

11 The words to say it: language issues in adult numeracy
by Sue Helme

One vital aspect of teaching is helping students find the words they need to
participate in learning. In numeracy, language is an important mediator in the process.

15 Working community: a flexible approach to teaching literacy
by Kate Rhodes

By teaching according to student needs rather than follow a strict curriculum,
this program aims to enhance life skills while raising literacy levels.

Regulars

18 Practical Matters
Sue Helme presents two exercises designed to develop the use of language

and terminology, and Ida Kaplan talks about the classroom challenges facing
victims of torture.

23 Open Forum
Scientific literacy is not a world to unto itself, as Maria Santburn makes clear,

but words can nonetheless be cruel and isolating, as Michael Clyne
shows in his discussion of how language is used against asylum seekers.

28 Policy Update
Michael Pegg looks at the campaign to improve teachers’ pay and conditions.

31 Foreign Correspondence
While Kerala is India’s showpiece in terms of economic development,

state investment in education continues to be lowered.

35 Beside the Whiteboard
Maree Gaffney talks to Michael Chalk about her 16 years

teaching literacy in the Kimberley region of Western Australia.


